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                                     Cockatoo Primary School

                                                            Homework Policy


      Purpose
Homework benefits students by complementing classroom learning, fostering good life-long learning and study habits and providing an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning.

Aims
· To help students by complementing and reinforcing basic skills. 

· To foster lifelong learning and good study habits. To provide an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning.
· To assist students to develop self-regulation processes such as goal setting, self-efficiency, sefl-reflection and time management classroom learning. 
· To support partnerships with parents by connecting families with the learning of their children. Implementation
Prep – Year 4
In the early years, the objective of homework should be to practise and consolidate the concepts that have been introduced during class time. It is also intended to introduce the concepts of self-discipline and responsibility and prepare them for the upper grades.

· Can foster a sense of self-discipline and responsibility and prepare students for upper grades

· Enables the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering of extra information or materials.

· Will mainly consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/carer or older siblings.
· Students are generally not expected to complete more than 30 minutes of homework per day and no homework tasks will be assigned over the weekends or during the holidays.

 Years 5 – 6
In the upper year levels, the objective of homework is to build on the concepts of self-discipline, responsibility and initiative to prepare students for secondary school.

· Should include daily independent reading.

· Should be coordinated across learning areas in secondary schools to avoid unreasonable workloads for students.

· May extend class work, projects and assignments, essays and research.
· Assigned homework tasks will include daily independent reading and may include extension assignments, class work, essays and research.

Value of Homework:

The current evidence and research shows that the quality of homework assigned is likely to be more important than the quantity. Research has established that homework has a positive effect on learning, particularly at the middle and secondary school levels (Xu, 2010; Zimmerman & Kitsantas, 2005). Although homework’s effectiveness has been challenged by educators, parents, and students (Kohn, 2006), it continues to be an important educational supplement used by most teachers to enhance the learning experience of their students (Patall, Cooper, & Wynn, 2010). Overall, the effectiveness of homework is enhanced by providing students with choices among homework tasks, which will result in higher motivational and performance outcomes, students’ autonomy, and intrinsic motivation (Patall et al., 2010). 
Homework helps students by:
· Complementing and reinforcing classroom learning

· Fostering good lifelong learning and study habits

· Providing an opportunity for students to become responsible for their own learning

· Developing self-regulation processes such as goal-setting, self-efficacy, self-reflection and time management

· Supporting partnerships with parents by connecting families with the learning of their children

Homework should be:
· Appropriate to the student's skill level and age. 
· Interesting, challenging and where possible open ended. 
· Balanced with a range of recreational, family and cultural activities

· Purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the curriculum

· Assessed by teachers with feedback and support provided. 
· Clear in relation to timeline for completion, instructions on what to do. 
Practice Examples - providing students with the opportunities to apply new knowledge, or to review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills such as:
· Reading for pleasure

· Practising spelling words.

· Practising physical education skills

· Writing essays and other creative tasks.

· Practising and playing musical instruments

· Completing consolidation exercises for Mathematics.

· Practising words/phrases learnt in a Language Other Than English
Extension Assignments - encouraging students to pursue knowledge individually and imaginatively such as:
· Writing a book review

· Researching local news

· Finding material on the internet

· Making or designing an art work

· Monitoring advertising in a newspaper

· Completing Science investigation exercises.

· Uncompleted class work may be allocated as a home task, where the student's behaviour has not allowed satisfactory completion during class time. 

· Failure by students to complete homework on a regular basis will be followed up with the parents.

· Parents will be informed of each grade’s curriculum emphases through the weekly Parent Information Bulletin (PIB).
The homework policy will be distributed to parents at the commencement of each school year.
Upper primary students will use a homework diary to provide regular communication between parents and the school
Principal: Darrelyn Boucher

Review cycle This policy was last updated in July 2018 and is scheduled for review in July 2021.

