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COCKATOO PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Great Place To Be!A Great Place To Be!A Great Place To Be!A Great Place To Be!    
NO. 29                                    Friday November 8th 2019 

 
 

Dates to Remember                          
November  

Tuesday 12th Grade 5/6 Skateboard Incursion 

Friday 15th Grade 4 Bike Ed 

Thursday 21st HPV Team Blazers depart 

Monday 25th F-2 Scienceworks Excursion 

Tuesday 26th  PFA Hot Chip Day 

Prep Information Night 

Friday 29th Grade 6 Graduation Photo 9am 

December  

Friday 6th JLC Sleepover 

Wednesday 11th Christmas Carol Concert 

Wednesday 18th Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 20th  Final Day 2019 – 1:30pm dismissal  

Wednesday 25th  Christmas Day  
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Remembrance Day 
Next Monday the 11th November, our school students and staff will participate in the 
Remembrance Day Service at the Cockatoo RSL. Our school leaders will recite 
Flanders Fields and a sheath of flowers will be laid on the cenotaph to 
commemorate those who had fought in past wars and lost their lives. I am always 
grateful that our students have the opportunity to be involved in such an important 
ceremony.  
Unfortunately, I will miss the service because I will be taking four days of long 
service leave commencing on Friday 8th November until my return to school on 
Thursday 14th November. I will be trekking along the cliff tops overlooking the wild 
seas, in the southern area of Tasmania. The nearest land mass, Antarctica, is 
2000kms away across the waters of the Southern Ocean. Hopefully, I will be able to 
see seals, whales and dolphins during this 50km walk!  
 
Parents In Schools 
Our school is alive with learning and a hive of activity. We welcome parents into the 
classrooms, under the guidance of staff, to assist children in improving their skills. 
Teachers are indebted to the many wonderful parents who help at Cockatoo Primary 
School.  
However, paramount to this involvement is the maintenance of confidentiality in 
things both seen and heard within the classroom. Learning is a continuum and at no 
time would two children of the same age be in exactly the same place. Therefore, 
comparing children’s progress is unfair and is a breach of the trust that is given to 
parents, as they are involved in classroom activities. I ask that at all times we 
maintain the confidentiality that should travel hand in hand with involvement in a 
school environment. 

 
40 KPH Speed Signs 
40 kph signs are operational around the perimeter of the school during 
the designated hours of 8.00AM to 9.00AM and 2.30PM to 4.00PM on 
week days. Please drive accordingly and obey the speed limits as 
depicted on the traffic signs. These school speed zones apply even if you cannot 
see any children. In Bell Street and Caroline Avenue there are drivers who put 
children in danger by travelling fast along these narrow roads.. Please look after our 
students! 
 
Dogs on Lead 
Just a reminder that dogs must be on leads at all times when in the school ground. 
Thanks! 
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Street Art Skateboard Incursion 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It’s that time again where our grade six students will learn how to design and make a 
stencil to create their skateboard deck artwork. The workshop will be facilitated by 
our returning Melbourne street artist ManofDarkness and the curriculum focus will be 
on ‘visual arts practices’ which includes selecting and applying materials, techniques 
and visual conventions to a specific art form. The workshop will again include an 
introductory session in the morning for all grade sixes. Normal art lesson times will 
then proceed throughout the day where students work on their skateboard stencils 
and decks with our visiting street artist.  
 
As a special addition, ManofDarkness will then be creating a permanent outdoor 
stencil artwork for Cockatoo Primary School. The process will commence after 
school (3:30pm). Everyone is welcome to come and view the stencil being created 
outside the art room. 
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 We would like to wish the following students a very 

 Happy Birthday. 

 

Cooper Day 

 

Coen Byrne 

Maddison Cummins 

 

Mollie Harmer 

Indi Young Annie-Rose Eyssens 

 

Purdie Jackson Cooper wade-Moran 

 
Ava Leinkauf Brody Taylor 

 
Henry Duff                                       Lachlan Starostecki-Dyer 

 

Xavier Garsed Coup Harmer 

 

Harley Dean  Caiden Brinsdon 

 
Josh Nichols Darcy Visser 

 
Byron Tainton Jasper Hartshorn 

 

Kekoa Porter Jack Anderson 

 

Liam Jarman 

 

Liam winters 

Zara Clearihan Levi Bestenbreur 
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THE 

JLC 

ROCKS! 

PARENT INFORMATION BULLETIN – Term 4 

Grades F, 1 & 2 – Week 6 
 Commencing: 11th– 15th of November, 2019 

 

Numeracy 
Students will be finishing their data collection 
and graphing rotations and moving onto 
Time. 

 

Students will be completing a post test on multiplication during the week before moving onto their 
new topic of Chance and Probability this week. 
Foundations: 

• Using the language of “will happen’ and “won’t happen” 

• Card games involving chance  
Grade 1’s and 2’s:   

• Using language of “likely” or “unlikely” “certain” or “impossible” 

• Completing a variety of change games 
An activity to do at home is to look at the weather and discuss the likelihood of the change 
of rain. Discus all possible outcomes to various happening from around the house.  

Literacy   
Reading 
Writing 

Spelling 
Students will be working on a range of 
activities focusing on the development of 
word choice.   

Reading: Students will be looking at information texts, they will be discussing the language used. 
Students will be developing their vocabulary by looking at word choice and synonyms. 
A home activity you could do with your child is to read a variety of non-fiction texts and discuss 
interesting facts from the text.   
  
Writing: Students will be continuing to write their Science 
Journal. Tasks will be integrated through the inquiry topic of 
“Changes all around”. Students will be: 

• Watching time laps videos’ and discussing the 
changes 

• Draw the changes over time (from the videos’), before the change and after the change 

• Write the description of the before change and the after change 

• Describing and writing about “what” has changed and “how”, then finally “Why” the 
change was needed 

A home activity you could do with your child this week could be asking your child to investigate 
what changes that have occurred around their home. These can be either man made or natural 
changes and why these changes have happened. 
 Foundation: Practice their sounds and writing sight words 
Grade 1 & 2: write a sentence and check they have used a capital letter at the start of a sentence 
and a full stop. Students can also try find errors error’s in their writing and circle them. With access 
allow students to use a dictionary / internet to check correct spelling. 
Spelling: Students will be practicing using onset and rime, letter blends, sight 
words, diagraphs and morphemic strategy. 
A home activity you could do to support your child’s development would be to 
get your child to get them to spell sight words that appear in their reading 
book and read car number plates identifying the letters. 

Inquiry 

Science, Technology, Humanities & 
Creative thinking 

Students are looking at the science topic of “Changes all around.” Students will be watching 
various time laps videos to see the changes over time. Discussions will be held with the students, 
before, during and after watching the video and why the change was needed. Students will be 
discussing if the change is a natural or man-made change. 

Japanese 
Rohan Buttenshaw 

F-Days of the Week:  Students write the days of the week in hiragana and kanji.  
1/2 -Sea Life: Students write about which sea life they like and practice telling each other. 

Visual Arts  
Leah Stephens 

F- Students explore the world of steampunk. They then learn to express their ideas through 
drawing. 
1/2 -  Students explore the world of steampunk. They then learn to express their ideas through 
drawing with different materials. 

Music 
Ash Bourke 

 
Dance – learning and practising end of year Dance 

P.E 
Ash Bourke 

 
Game Play/Team Work 

Personal, Social & Cultural Learning Building friendships through circle time activities and building a learning environment with routine & 
rigor and engaging tasks. Students work in fluid, differentiated groups, exposing them to a range of 
peers. There will be a strong focus on Routine and Rigor with the students this week.  

HHoommeewwoorrkk  Reading and sight words 
Practice telling the time on both analogue and digital clocks with your child 

 
   
 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 
Monday 11th November- Remembrance Day 

Monday 25th November- Science Works Excursion 
Science Day- TBC  
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PARENT INFORMATION BULLETIN – Term 4 
Grades 3/4 – Week 6 Commencing – Monday the 11th of November, 2019 

 

 

 

Numeracy 
 
Students will be working 
on a range of activities 
based on their 
assessment data 

Topic- Data and graphing 
Students will be demonstrating their skills and knowledge learnt by completing an 
assessment task on data and graphing. 
One way to support your Child at could be to survey their family on their favourite 
holiday destination or most wanted Christmas list and then to graph this 
information (either hard copy or on the computer). 

Literacy   
Students will be 
working on a range of 
activities based on 
their assessment data  
 

Reading: Students will be continuing to read informative texts and becoming more 
familiar with the structure, vocabulary and text clues. 
A home activity your child could do is to research about 

beans, how to best support their growth, growing times etc. 
 
Writing: Students will be continuing their science journal 
recording using the correct structure and extending their 
vocabulary choices. 

A home activity your child could do is to write growing tips about 
their beans. 

Spelling: Students will be extending their ability to edit 
pieces using their spelling strategies. 
A home activity your child could do is to practice their common words to improve 
their visual memory 

Inquiry 

 

On Monday, as a School we will showing our respect by participating in the Remembrance celebrations 
at the RSL. Students will also be researching battles that have shaped the world. 
 
For our inquiry unit this week, students will be preparing for the Have A Go Bike Camp. We will be 
discussing about resilience, persistence, confidence and getting along how all of these values can be 
used to ensure we have a successful bike ride and honour the memory of Rick. 

Japanese 
Rohan Buttenshaw 

Japanese House:  Students practice typing sentences in Japanese on the computer. 

Visual Arts  
Leah Stephens 

Students explore the world of steampunk. They then learn to express their ideas through drawing and 
experimentation with different materials. 

Music 
Ash Bourke 

Dance – learning and practising end of year Dance 

P.E 
Ash Bourke 

Hockey 
 

PPeerrssoonnaall,,  SSoocciiaall  &&  
CCuullttuurraall  LLeeaarrnniinngg  

Students will be participating in the House Challenge activities, School Garden project and the Bike Ed 
program. 
This term, every Monday students will participate, as levels in the GEM program. GEM stands for 
gratitude, empathy and mindfulness and, throughout the term, the students will be exploring these 
concepts, developing behaviours and building strategies within themselves. Huge thanks to Sarah 
Johnson for developing the program and running it at our School. 
 
 
 
 
 

HHoommeewwoorrkk  Students are to write an evaluation about Bike Ed 2019. What they did, favourite activity, 
favourite memory, skills they have mastered and skills want to continue to develop. 
This is to be written in their homework book please and due Friday the 15th of November 

  

 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
 

              15-16th of November Ride For Rick memorial 
ride- Grade Four students 

 
If anyone has any spare wool or knitting needles we would love if they 

could be donated for us to use during an activity this term. 
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PARENT INFORMATION BULLETIN: 

Grades 5/6: Term 4, Week 6 

Commencing: Monday, November 11th    – Friday, November 15th    

  
 

Numeracy 

Area –  

Students will be investigating and calculating the area of a range of shapes, including complex shapes 

(simple shapes joined together), triangles and circles. Ask your child “what is the numerical value of pi?”  

We will use a range of strategies to find the area of these shapes and allow students to demonstrate the 

skills they have learnt by finding the area of shapes around the school.  

Literacy 

Procedural Texts: Grass Heads -  

 

Reading: Students will be completing their Magic Moments and Goal Setting pages for their portfolios. They 

will also be completing some more investigations into classifying different substances according to their 

state of matter. 

 

Writing:  This week students will be viewing a video on growing Grass Heads. Using the 6 writing traits 

(Organisation, Sentence Fluency, Voice, Ideas, Conventions and Word Choice), students will write a 

procedural text which they will follow later in the week to construct their very own grass head. 

 

Spelling: Students are focusing on science topic-specific words which can be used within their writing task. 

This week, we will be complete an assessment task for the portfolios. Whilst spelling, students are 

identifying which of the spelling strategies they are most comfortable using and building their 

understanding with those they are not. (Sound, Visual, Meaning, Linking and Inquiry strategies).  

Inquiry 

Chemical Science & Biological Science-  

Inquiry work will be integrated with the Literacy work this week.  Students will be commencing a study of 

plants and investigating what conditions are required for plants to grow. They will be focusing on the 

Science Inquiry skills such as: Questioning and Predicting, Planning and Conducting, Recording and 

Processing, Analsying and Evaluating and Communicating.  

Rohan 

Buttenshaw 

Japanese 

Self-Introduction:  Students learn to make polite introductions and tell information about themselves.   

Visual Arts 

Leah Stephenson 

5- Students learn to design their stool artwork. They learn to use numeracy and the design process to create 

their painting that will remain on the stool until this time next year. 

6- Students learn about street art from our visiting Melbourne street artist. They learn about the techniques 

and processes involved in creating their own stencil. They then learn to use spray paint in different ways 

(and the proper safety equipment) to create their skateboard deck artwork. 

Performing Arts 

Ash Bourke 

 

Dance – learning and practising end of year Dance 

 

P.E 

Ash Bourke 
Hockey 

PPeerrssoonnaall,,  SSoocciiaall  

&&  CCuullttuurraall  

LLeeaarrnniinngg  

Grade 5’s are participating in the GEM program (Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness) building on their 

personal and social awareness. 

Grade 6’s are preparing for graduation; this week students will be writing and practicing their speeches. 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 

November  

12th: Grade 6 Skateboard Incursion 

*14th: Science Day (*postponed, date TBC) 

21-24th: HPV at Maryborough (team only) 

26th: Hot Chip Day 

29th: Grade 6 Graduation Photos 
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